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In the 1930s, events throughout the world 
led to conditions that started World War II 

High unemployment, 
desperation, & feelings 

of betrayal led to the rise 
of totalitarian dictators 

Fascist dictators Mussolini 
& Hitler threatened to 

conquer new territories 
for Italy & Germany 



In the 1930s, events throughout the world 
led to conditions that started World War II 

Extreme nationalism & a need for 
raw materials led to a desire to 

expand in Japan under Hideki Tojo
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Britain & France were the leaders 
of the League of Nations but both 

wanted to avoid another war 

The USA was 
focused on the 
depression & 

wanted to avoid 
foreign affairs 

By the 1930s, the world was moving towards another 
war but few nations were in a position to prevent war



Japan, Italy, & Germany 
aggressively expanded 

in Africa, Asia, & Europe  

In 1936, Germany, Italy, & 
Japan formed an alliance 
called the Axis Coalition 
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In 1931, Japan 
invaded Manchuria 
in order to seize its 
iron & coal mines

In 1937, Japan conquered 
northern China & killed 300,000 

unarmed  soldiers & civilians 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άwŀǇŜ ƻŦ bŀƴƧƛƴƎέ 


