
The Poisonous Mushroom Self-Study 
You will be reading five of the stories in The Poisonous Mushroom collection. Answer the questions about those passages below. Keep 

in mind that these are propaganda stories full of lies and distortions and that Julius Streicher, the publisher, even received the death 

penalty for this and other propaganda publications because they were seen as so influential in the manipulation of young German 

minds.  

On the envelope you have, what group are you (it is at the bottom of the title page)? ____________________ 

Find the two-page story in your envelope and put the title here: 

 
 

What about the picture with the story attracts and holds your attention? Why? 

 

 

What is a line from the story that you would consider the most “poisonous” or manipulative? 

 

 

Summarize the specific message of this story that you think the children were meant to learn:  

 

 

 

Title of one page story:  

 

 

Title of one page story: 

What about the picture with the story attracts and holds 

your attention? Why? 

 

 

 

What is a line from the story that you would consider the 

most “poisonous” or manipulative? 

 

 

 

Summarize the specific message of this story that you think 

the children were meant to learn in one complete sentence: 

 

 

 

 

What about the picture with the story attracts and holds 

your attention? Why? 

 

 

 

What is a line from the story that you would consider the 

most “poisonous” or manipulative? 

 

 

 

Summarize the specific message of this story that you think 

the children were meant to learn in one complete sentence. 

 

Title of one page story: 

 

 

Title of one page story: 

What about the picture with the story attracts and holds 

your attention? Why? 

 

 

 

What is a line from the story that you would consider the 

most “poisonous” or manipulative? 

 

 

Summarize the specific message of this story that you think 

the children were meant to learn in one complete sentence: 

 

 

What about the picture with the story attracts and holds 

your attention? Why? 

 

 

 

What is a line from the story that you would consider the 

most “poisonous” or manipulative? 

 

 

Summarize the specific message of this story that you think 

the children were meant to learn in one complete sentence: 

 

 

 



The Poisonous Mushroom Self-Study 
 

Which of the stories that you read do you think had the largest negative impact on the audience of children it was read 

to? Why? Answer in complete sentences:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Talk to two other classmates who have different stories from you (a different letter group on the front of their envelopes) 

and ask them to share about which of their stories they thought had the largest negative impact on children. Write down 

the following information:  

 

Classmate 1 Name: ___________________________ 

Group Letter: ___________ 

Classmate 2 Name: ___________________________ 

Group Letter: _ 

Name of story:  

 

 

Main message of the story:  

 

 

 

Reason that they chose it as the most negative influence:  

 

 

 

Name of story:  

 

 

Main message of the story:  

 

 

 

Reason that they chose it as the most negative influence:  

 

 

Read the reviews of The Poisonous Mushroom from Amazon below. Do you think that Amazon should take these 

reviews down? Why or why not? Answer in at least one complete sentence:  

 

 

 


